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New breeds have been formed by crossing the native breeds with
Merinos and west European meat or wool breeds. The process is
continuing, but in Bulgaria the government has formed conservation
flocks for some rare breeds. In Greece, the decline is due rather to a
decline in the sheep industry, resulting in part from the greater at-
traction of tourism.

The large number of breeds in Bulgaria, Greece, and Yugoslavia,
compared with Romania, is due to the fact that the Zackel (the com-
mon coarse-wooled Balkan sheep) is divided into 21 "breeds" in Bul-
garia, 16 in Greece, and 19 in Yugoslavia, whereas in Romania only
one Zackel breed is recognized. Thus, the great loss of breeds in the
three countries probably does not represent a corresponding loss of
genetic variation.

In the Commonwealth of Independent States, the situation is similar,
but the breeds are much more diverse. There are 27 major, 25 minor,
7 rare, and 38 new breeds; 16 breeds have recently become extinct.
Fourteen of the major breeds, seven of the minor, and all the new
breeds originate from Merinos or from British mutton or wool breeds
crossed onto local sheep. On the other hand, six of the rare breeds
and all the recently extinct breeds are indigenous. Thus, the pressure
on the local breeds is extreme, and because many are confined to
farmers' individual holdings, it is difficult to get exact information.

Asia

Southwest Asia is a sheep area par excellence. There are large
numbers of breeds but not much apparent variety because all have
carpet wool (or very coarse hairy wool), and most are characterized
by a fat tail. Afghanistan recognizes 8 breeds; Cyprus, 1; Iran, 16;
Iraq, 3; Oman, 1; Saudi Arabia, 5; Syria, 2; Turkey, 12; and North
Yemen, 9. The total number of breeds is smaller, however, because
several breeds (notably Arabi, Awassi, and Baluchi) each extend into
two or more countries. The numbers of all breeds appear adequate,
and there are no records of rare or declining breeds. There has been
very little crossing with foreign breeds, and the only notable new
breed is the Turkish Merino.

The Indian subcontinent has a very large sheep population, vary-
ing from the fat-tailed, coarse-wooled breeds of Pakistan to the short-
tailed hair sheep of southern India. There are 38 native breeds in
India, 28 in Pakistan, 5 in Nepal, and 1 each in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
In addition, there are about six new breeds in India based on Merino
crosses, but they have not yet made any impact on the numbers of
the native breeds, except in Kashmir, where the Kashmir Merino has
reached large numbers. Endangered breeds are Gaddi, Bhakarwal,